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Cn high ground near the Southern end of Bear Island, St.John's Chapel
tower overlooks the liestern part of Lake Winnepesaukee, New Hampshire. In years
gone by Episcopalians and their friends came from many islands and worshipped
God according to the Book of Common Prayer in that beautiful setting,

But with the seccnd World War, and some ctlher circumstanees, services
were largely discontinued. Bishop Hall of New Hampshirs thought 1t might be
best to sell the property for what it would bring to nelp the Church in near-by
Meredith become better established.

However, some who had known the Church when it was aciive, and some
others newly come to vacation on Bear Island joined forees to endeavor to save
it as a community center for summer worship, and Bishop Hall gave his approval
for a year's triaml., This was done in 1935.

A full schedule of eight weeks was arranged with vacationing and vigit.-
ing elergy of the Episcopal Church engaged for serviees of Holy Communion and
Morning Prayer, with some camp services as well, Services wers well attended,

a largs part of the congregations being those who had gathsred for informal
hymns and worship in the last few years, including a great many children, and
with many denominztions repressnted. Indeed, when an aceident laid wup ome of
the clergy who was involved on twoe Sundays, two Methedist ministers from the
Isiznd supplied our nced,

It is our intention this year to aceent the family nature of our ser-
viees, and to include some non-Episeopalian clergy from among our neighbors in
our plans from the start. The assceiation agrsed that it would be abpropriate
to provide for up to half of the Sundays in such 2 manner. Bishop Hall has writ-
tom indicating his approval of this plan, We shall of course schedule some ser-
vices of Holy Communion when an Episcopal priest is available,

We want above all for the summer residents of ths islands to find and
gquy Fhe warr Tellowship we have known in the past, anl that we may all grow in
Christian knowledge and gracce through our common worship of the God sand Father

of us all. And we devoutly hope that ministers residing on Bear or nearby islands
will gladly respond to invitations to assist us toward that end,
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Chalrman, Scervices Committee



